
The Great War 
 
 

World War I 
1914-1918 



“MAIN” Causes of WWI 
Militarism - competition in building the 
biggest, most aggressive military 

Alliances - complex network of “backup” 
between European nations if one went to war 

Imperialism - competition between European 
empires for resources, markets & colonies in 
Africa & Asia 

Nationalism - rivalry between European 
nations; also certain ethnic groups want to 
unite & establish their own nations 



Militarism 

Increase in Defense Spending 
(1910-1914) 

France 10% 
Britain 13% 
Russia 39% 

Germany 73% 

Did the emperor of Germany, Kaiser Wilhelm II, 
encourage the start of World War as a way to 

increase Germany’s power and dominate Europe 
and the world? 



Alliances 
Allied Powers 

 
Britain 

King George V 
 
 

France 
President Poincare 

 
 

Russia 
Czar Nicholas II 

 
 

Italy 
King Emmanuel III  



Alliances 
Central Powers 

 
Germany 

Kaiser Wilhelm II 
 
 
 

Austria-Hungary 
Emperor Franz Josef 

 
 
 

Ottoman Empire 
Enver Pasha 

(Prime Minister of War) 



Alliances 



Imperialism 

Central Powers (orange), particularly Germany, want more 
colonies and power overseas in Africa and Asia.   

 
At the time, most of the world is dominated by the Allied 

Powers (dark green).   



Nationalism 

European nations focus on their country’s self-interests and 
fight to increase power.  

 
Ethnic groups begin to fight the powerful empires to 

 establish their own nations. 



Nationalism in the Balkans 1914 
The 

“Powder Keg” 
of Europe: 

Various groups want 
their own nations, but 
live mixed up together. 

 
Bosnians, Slovaks & 

Czechs in the Austro-
Hungarian empire want 

their own nations. 
 

Poles want to reclaim 
their homeland from 
Germany, Austria-
Hungary & Russia. 





Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
Heir to the Austro-Hungarian 

throne. 
 
Assassinated on June 28, 

1914 by Serbian radicals 
who believed that Bosnia 
belonged to Serbia rather 
than Austria-Hungary. 

 
Austria-Hungary accuses 

Serbia of plotting the 
assassination and 
threatens to go to war. 

The most direct, or immediate, 
cause of World War I 



The Assassin 
Gavrilo 
Princip 



The Assassination in Sarajevo 





America: 
 

From 
Neutrality to 
Involvement 



The Schlieffen Plan 

The German army 
bulldozes through 
neutral Belgium to 
attack France and 
threaten Britain 

across the waters. 
 

Atrocities committed 
against the neutral 
country cause many 
Americans to see 

Germany as an 
aggressor nation that 

should be stopped. 



Isolationism 
Although Germans seem 

aggressive, many Americans 
want to stay isolated from 
the war in Europe. 

 
Peace activists work to keep 

America neutral. 
 
Immigrant families have ties to 

both sides in Europe. 
 
Wilson’s 1916 slogan: “He kept 

us out of war!” 

Jeanette Rankin 
First Congresswoman 

Voted against war 



Americans Want Neutrality 
Under the leadership of Woodrow 

Wilson, most Americans want to 
stay out of the fighting in Europe. 

Let Europe solve its own problems. 

Businesses do not want to upset trade 
and investments around the world. 

Supplying materials to both the Allied 
and Central Powers created a boost 
for the US economy. 



Neutrality Becomes Difficult 
Britain blocks US ships to 

Germany and confiscates 
materials onboard as 
contraband.  Owners of the 
goods onboard lose money. 

Germany uses new U-boats to 
blow up US ships headed to 
Britain.  Lives and money 
are lost. 

The loss of lives adds to the 
public opinion that 
murderous Germany is 
responsible for the war. 

U-boat hits before April 1917 

U-boat hits after April 1917 



Reconstruction of a German U-boat 



A U-boat surfacing in the deep sea 



Effects of a U-boat attack 



The Sinking  
of the Lusitania 

A British cruise liner carrying war 
materials and American passengers 

is torpedoed by the Germans. 
Twelve hundred people die, 
including 128 Americans.  



From Isolationism to 
Involvement 

1.  US bankers loan more money to Britain 
and France 

2.  US government increases military 
spending & practices a policy of 
“prepardness” 

3.  Germans engage in unrestricted 
submarine warfare 

4.  Zimmermann telegram is intercepted, 
sparking outrage across America 



The Kaiser tries to make a deal with Mexico. 

The Zimmermann Telegram 



The Zimmermann Telegram 



America Goes to War 

IMPORTANT: Why did America join the 
fighting in World War I? 

 
Although the Zimmermann note gave the President 

and Congress the public support to declare war, 
the REASON for the US to go to war was to 
protect its trade and shipping rights on the 
high seas.  Germany’s use of unrestricted 
submarine warfare was taking lives and 
interfering with the American economy. 



Wilson makes an idealistic 
case for war: the US should 
“Make the world safe for 
democracy” 
 
Congress passes the 
Selective Service Act to 
draft soldiers into the army 
 
Wilson chooses General 
John J. Pershing to train 
and lead the American 
Expeditionary Force (AEF) 



Recruitment Posters 



US “Doughboys” Go To War 



Posters: 
 

Wartime 
Propaganda 



Germany As a Bloodthirsty Monster 







Be a Man - Join the Fight! 



Citizens - Work Hard & Buy War Bonds 





Grow a Victory Garden 



Even Children Can Help Win the War! 



A Woman’s Duty - Heal the Wounded… 



…Guard the Food Supply, Make Munitions 



The Western 
Front: 

 
America Joins 

the War 



US Goes To War 

US warships escort supply ships 



Revolution Changes the Game 
In March of 1917, the Russian 

Revolution overthrew the czar 
and established a republic.   

 
By November, the communist 

Bolshevik party took over the 
government and signed a peace 
treaty with Germany to end the 
fighting on the Eastern Front. 

 
German forces were now freed up 

to fight the war-weary Allied 
Forces on the Western Front. 

Bolshevik leader 
Vladimir Lenin 



Revolution Changes the Game 

German forces leave Russia and head to the Western Front, 
where worn-out British and French soldiers are starting to 

give up hope. 



Trench Warfare 
New military technology: 
machine guns, hand grenades, 
mustard gas, flame throwers 
 
Both sides dug into miles of 
trenches on the Western 
Front between France and 
Germany. 
 
Soldiers lived under constant 
fire for years in the wet, 
dirty, rat-infested trenches 
with a “no man’s land” 
between the two sides. 
 
Heavy losses continued as the 
stalemate dragged on. 

Trench Design 



In the Trenches 

“No Man’s Land” 



Trenchfoot 



“Over the Top” 



“Those Who Have Lost Their Names” 
Albin Eggar-Linz, 1914 



New Weapons of War 
• Mustard Gas 
• Machine Guns 
• Tanks 
• Heavy Artillery 



Krupp’s “Big Bertha” 



French Renault Tank 

Soldiers now fought inside machines instead of on horseback. 



British Tank at Ypres 



Flame 
Throwers 

Grenade 
Launchers 



The Airplane 

“Squadron Over the Brenta” 
Max Edler von Poosch, 1917 



U. S. Aircraft Plant 

Women began working in factories to produce supplies. After 
the war, they would push harder for the right to vote. 



Manfred von Richtofen 
“The Red Baron” Eddie Rickenbacker 

WWI Flying Aces 
Germany US 



A hero in pursuit of the 
“Red Baron” 



The Zeppelin 

Originally designed as a bomber, the zeppelin proved to be 
too slow and flammable to do much damage. 



“Oppy Wood” – John Nash, 
1917 



“Paths of Glory” 
C. R. W. Nevinson, 1917 



“Gassed and Wounded” 
Eric Kennington, 1918 



11 a.m., November 11, 1918 

Armistice -  
Germany Surrenders 


